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COLWICH CITY COUNCIL 

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING  

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2020 

7:00 P.M. 

 

 

1.  Call to order. 

 

Mayor Angela Banz called the regular monthly meeting of the Colwich City Council to 

order on Tuesday, November 24, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. Due to COVID-19, the meeting was 

held on the Zoom video conferencing platform. 

 

Present were Councilmembers Ken Davis, Don Koci, Mary Ann Morrison and Beth 

Bryan. Councilmember Don Koci was absent. 

 

Staff members present were Mark Hinkle, Police Chief; Nolan Wright, Assistant City 

Attorney; Diana Brooks, Deputy City Clerk and Stephanie Guy, City Clerk.  

 

2. Discussion of the face mask mandate 

 

Mayor Banz asked Mr. Wright to update the Council on the options available to enforce 

the county mask mandate. He said the first option was to rely on the city’s current 

ordinance found in the Uniform Public Offense Code (UPOC) regarding violating a 

public health order. Mr. Wright then explained the process if a ticket were issued.  

 

The second option was to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 

Sedgwick County to allow the county to enforce its health order within the municipal 

limits of Colwich. The Council then reviewed the complaint page on the county website. 

Mr. Wright stated that complaints received would be investigated and possibly 

prosecuted by the county. Signing the MOU would not prevent the Colwich Police Dept. 

from enforcing the order per the UPOC and going through the municipal court. Ms. 

Brooks clarified that complaints would be investigated through the Metropolitan Area 

Building and Construction Department (MABCD). Ms. Guy verified that complaints 

would not be investigated by law enforcement officers, they would be investigated by 

code enforcement officers and would be focused on businesses and not individuals. 

 

Chief Hinkle asked whether enforcing the order would be a violation of individual’s civil 

rights and Mr. Wright assured him it would not. 

 

Mayor Banz clarified that not allowing Sedgwick County to enforce the order in the city 

would still allow local enforcement. Mr. Wright agreed, stating that signing the MOU 

would allow for additional enforcement by the county in addition to the adopted UPOC 

currently in place.  

 

Discussion followed regarding the MOU and whether it could be revoked. The document 

was not available for review at the meeting. 
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Mayor Banz questioned whether allowing county enforcement would affect home rule. 

Mr. Wright specified that signing the MOU would allow enforcement for any health 

order in the future.  

 

Mr. Wright stated his office would reach out to the county for a copy of the MOU.  

 

Chief Hinkle reiterated that the emphasis would be for businesses to educate and Mr. 

Wright stated that the county’s resolution stated that individuals could be cited. The 

possibility of warnings was discussed. 

 

The consensus of the council was for local enforcement. Discussion followed regarding 

consistent enforcement and whether masks were being worn. Councilmember Davis 

stated he wanted to read the MOU. 

 

Following further discussion, Councilmember Bryan stated she wanted to stay with local 

control as she felt people were taking masking seriously.  Councilmembers Morrison, 

Davis and Koci agreed. 

 

Councilmember Koci asked what repercussions, if any, there would be if there were 

complaints about noncompliance. Mr. Wright clarified the city’s responsibilities and 

options. 

 

Discussion followed regarding food preparation and service and whether the county 

health department has the ability to enforce the health order. 

 

Chief Hinkle asked whether the city could ask for assistance from county departments 

without a signed MOU. Mr. Wright said he believed the county could respond but 

wouldn’t have the ability to issue a citation. 

 

Mayor Banz asked Mr. Wright to obtain a copy of the MOU and he stated he would. 

 

Ms. Guy asked the Council for direction if complaints were received in the clerk’s office. 

Ms. Brooks stated that enforcement of the UPOC had to go through law enforcement. Mr. 

Wright reiterated that the police department has discretionary authority. 

 

The consensus of the council was to continue enforcement in the current manner. 

 

3. Adjournment  

 

Councilmember Koci moved to adjourn the meeting. Councilmember Davis 

seconded. Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:07 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted. 

Stephanie Guy, City Clerk 

 


